
Manoa Fire Company Receives Federal Assistance for Firefighters GrantCongressman Joe Sestak presents grant, thanks firefighters for their service

  

Media, PA -- Founded in 1925, the Manoa Fire Company is one of five volunteer companies
that serve the 50,000 residents of Haverford Township in Delaware County. Today,
Congressman Joe Sestak (PA-07) presented the company with a $52,060 Assistance for
Firefighters Grant from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).
 — “I was especially pleased to present this grant to the brave men and women of the Manoa
Fire Company,” said Congressman Sestak. “Their profession is characterized by the 'dignity of
danger,' and these funds will go toward giving them the important resources they need and so
richly deserve. In turn, they are better able to protect the public. I thank them today for their
service.” 
 
In addition to providing fire protection, the Manoa Fire Company offers Basic life Support
Emergency Medical Services to the Township, splitting the EMS services with Llanerch Fire
Company. 

“I believe that first responders should be at the forefront of the resources our nation invests in
because they are our first line of defense,” said Congressman Sestak. “That is why I am hosting
a seminar on February 5 for local first responders, bringing together agencies, such as FEMA
and the Department of Justice, to help improve opportunities for success in the grant application
and appropriations process.”

This First Responders Seminar will be held on Tuesday, February 5, 2008, from 6:00 pm – 9:00
pm at Brookhaven Borough Hall (2 Cambridge Road, Suite 100 Brookhaven, PA 19015). This
meeting represents the latest in a series of meetings that has brought over 200 municipal
leaders from across the Seventh District together to learn more about grants and appropriations
processes to help secure federal, state and private dollars to finance local projects. Additionally,
each attendee was given a copy of The Pennsylvania 7th Congressional District Grant and
Resource Directory, a one-stop shop to help constituents—individuals, government, and
organizations—in their search for local project funding.

Since taking office in January, Congressman Sestak has been an active supporter of both
professional and volunteer firefighters. He recently cosponsored bipartisan legislation to provide
tax relief for volunteer first responders. The legislation, the Volunteer Firefighter's Tax Incentive
Protection Act (H.R. 943), would allow state and local governments the flexibility to develop
beneficial tax incentives, including property tax abatements, retirement awards, death benefits,
health benefits, and state income tax credits, for encouraging recruitment and retention for
volunteer firefighters and emergency medical personnel. The Congressman hopes that the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and local municipalities will continue to work to provide their
volunteer emergency responders with the appropriate incentives, rewarding them for the
first-class service they offer the citizens of Pennsylvania. 

In addition, the Congressman introduced the Christopher Kangas Fallen Firefighter Fairness Act
(HR 2224) to bring equity to fire fighter benefits, regardless of age or status as an apprentice or
trainee. Christopher Kangas was 14-years-old and a junior firefighter in Brookhaven when he
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died in2002 from multiple head traumas as a result of being struck by a car while answering a
fire call on his bicycle. Congressman Sestak has met with Steny Hoyer (D-MD), the House
Majority Leader, and subsequently has held two meetings with key outside constituencies
needed to support this bill. A follow-up meeting is scheduled for January 29. He has personally
kept the Kangas family apprised of these activities. 
 
Born and raised in Delaware County, former 3-star Admiral Joe Sestak served in the Navy for
31 years and now serves as the Representative from the 7th District of Pennsylvania. He led a
series of operational commands at sea, including Commander of an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 U.S. and allied ships with over 15,000 sailors and 100 aircraft that conducted operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. After 9/11, Joe was the first Director of "Deep Blue," the Navy's
anti-terrorism unit that established strategic and operations policies for the "Global War on
Terrorism." He served as President Clinton's Director for Defense Policy at the National Security
Council in the White House, and holds a Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government from
Harvard University.  According to the office of the House Historian, Joe is the highest-ranking
former military officer ever elected to the Congress. 
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